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Every scientist is a descendant of Humboldt. We are all his family. 
Emil Du Bois-Reymond 

 

The Humboldt Union in Bulgaria applies for organization of a Humboldt Kolleg titled 

"Science without borders: Alexander von Humboldt’s Concepts in Today’s World". The 

theme of the Kolleg has been inspired by the ideas of the patron of the Alexander von 

Humboldt Foundation, whose 250th anniversary is celebrated in 2019.  

The Kolleg is planned for the period 18-21 September 2019. It will take place in a 

resort close to Varna, Bulgaria (to be specified).  

Following the fruitful experience from the Humboldt Kollegs in Sofia in 2015 and 

2017, the program of the Kolleg will be prepared in cooperation with the Department 

“Science” in the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in Sofia.  

The main idea of the Kolleg is to illustrate how Alexander von Humboldt’s concepts 

about “science without borders” work today and to demonstrate that nowadays they are 

applicable even more than in his time. His creed has never lost its actuality, it has remained 

through the centuries, it has become and it will be a creed of the modern scientific world. 

Alexander von Humboldt’s concepts can be discussed and interpreted in various aspects 

related to the constantly-expanding and ever-changing knowledge of nature, man and 

society and can be reflected by the following main goals of the Kolleg: 

• Considering that 2019 marks the 250th anniversary of Alexander von 

Humboldt, the Kolleg will outline the role of Alexander von Humboldt for today’s science. 

For the plenary lecture related to the topic of the conference, to be given at the official 

opening ceremony of the Kolleg in the evening on 18 September 2019, we plan to invite 



Prof. Helmut Schwarz, a former President of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation and 

Doctor Honoris Causa of Sofia University.  

• The role of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation for the development of 

the modern scientific world will be discussed at a special session. We believe that the 

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation is the best example in the modern world to develop 

and put into reality the ideas of its patron by supporting the highest level of both, research 

and networking of excellent scientists worldwide. The morning session on the 2nd day of the 

Kolleg (19 September 2019) will be devoted to historical aspects of Alexander von 

Humboldt’s life and today’s role of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation for supporting 

scientists and scientific cooperation worldwide. We are going to invite the President of the 

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, Prof. Dr. Hans-Christian Pape and the Secretary 

General of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, Dr. Enno Aufderheide, to take part in 

our Kolleg and to contribute to this session. Talk(s) dedicated to the life and scientific 

achievements of Alexander von Humboldt are also envisaged. 

• As in the other Humboldt Kollegs, an integral part of the event will be the 

presentation of the programs of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation by the 

Ambassador-scientist of the Foundation for Bulgaria. 

• The Kolleg will bring together eminent scientists in different research fields 

from different countries, including selected representatives of the Humboldt family and their 

German hosts. A preference will be given to those who, by their research, contribute to the 

internationalization of science in their research fields. An accent will also be given to 

interdisciplinary studies that combine specialists from different research areas. It should be 

stressed out that the high scientific merit of the presentations will be the most important 

criteria for selecting the lecturers.  

• The involvement of as many as possible young researchers in the Kolleg’s 

activities will be another important goal of the conference. The benefits of their participation 

should be achieved by: sharing experience and exchanging ideas between Humboldtians, 

researchers from Germany and young scientists; showing the young scientists examples of 

successful scientific carriers; providing opportunities for the young researchers to present 

their own scientific results at a representative scientific forum.  



The program of the Kolleg will be further structured in thematically oriented scientific 

sessions following the main fields of science: (i) humanities and social sciences, (ii) 

biological and medical sciences, (iii) chemical and physical sciences; (iv) mathematical and 

technical sciences. The thematic content of the sessions will depend on the number and 

the type of the submissions and their subsequent selection. 

Each session will involve one or two keynote / plenary lectures of eminent 

researchers, incl. German scientists, Humboldtians and young colleagues. As participants 

from Bulgaria in the Kolleg we will invite Humboldtians from all fields of science, young 

researchers, representatives of the Bulgarian authorities and of the governing bodies of 

academic institutions (the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and leading Bulgarian 

universities). Humboldtians and young researcher from the Balkan region and other 

countries will also be invited. 

The Organizing committee of the Kolleg will involve the Board of the Humboldt 

Union in Bulgaria supported by the colleagues from the Department “Science” in the 

Embassy of Federal Republic of Germany in Sofia. 

 


